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PASTOR’S REPORT 2016 
 

“So teach us to number our days, that we may present to You a heart of wisdom.”  

Psalm 90:12  

  
 I remember reading something from Ben Patterson some years ago that arrested me. It almost stopped my 

heart. “If you are thirty-five, you have five hundred days left to live.”  If you subtract the time you spend sleeping, eating, 

traveling, working and tending to things like personal hygiene, and odd chores, Ben says that assuming you live to be 70, 

you are basically left with five hundred days of leisure spread over the next 36 years, a number, says one author that 

reduces to slightly more than fourteen days per year. 



 Now that is probably not the most invigorating news you’ve heard today, but it does bring things into a certain 

perspective regarding the way we view the rest of our life doesn’t it?  It does mine. Considering the fact that I  am two 

and a half decades older than 35, leaves me, Lord willing, with under 200 days according to Patterson’s calculations. 

Scary, but worth considering. Here is wisdom according to Moses in Psalm 90: “So teach us to number our days so that 

we may present to You a heart of wisdom.”  Or to paraphrase: “Oh! Teach us to live well! Teach us to live wisely and 

well!”  In other words, there is wisdom in remembering that counting each day is not nearly as important as making 

each day count. 
 Over the last few months, as Denise and I have been on sabbatical, making each day count for the Lord has been 

our recurring prayer almost every morning: “Lord, please give us eyes to see the opportunities you present before us 

today to show your love to others, and then give us the courage to take them.”   And whether it involved reconnecting 

with family, enriching our marriage, resetting our priorities, resting and recuperating, as well as stepping outside our 

comfort zones to converse and pray with complete strangers in the middle of a crowded national park, He has answered 

those prayers in some very surprising and unique ways!  We have seen the best and the worst in people in the course of  

the same day.  And we have certainly been reminded that God is sovereign over all and that He is a good, good Father!   

 The many lessons we have learned and the innumerable blessings we have experienced would be difficult, if not 

impossible to exhaustively number.  And you will undeniably hear of them and hopefully see the results of  them over 

the coming weeks, months and yes, even years.  That is my hope and that is my desire.  (In fact, if anyone would l ike to 

hear more specifically of some of those things we would welcome the chance to get together with you and share them 

face to face.  Give us a call we would love to visit with you!)  

 In a message I shared last November I outlined the specifics of what a sabbatical is intended to accomplish. 

Quoting one well-respected author, I explained that a sabbatical is:  

  
 ... a time for intentional exploration and reflection, for drinking anew from God's life-giving waters, and 

for regaining the enthusiasm and creativity for ministry. A sabbatical allows the minister to get off the treadmill 

in exchange for a battery recharge of vision and hope.  It creates an opportunity for him to:  

 

 • recapture a sense of vision, 

 • rekindle spiritual passion; 

 • refocus priorities, 

 • review the ministerial journey, and 

 • reflect on the call of God for life and ministry. 

 

 I can tell you today in all honesty that those things have taken place within us.  There certainly have been some 

soul-shaping wrestling matches, but all in all the Lord has brought each of these things to bear in both of our lives.  I fee l  

refreshed and renewed. My deep desire is to make the coming days count and to finish strong. That will surely mean 

some changes will need to be made, not only for me personally and ministerially, but for the church as well.  When I 

started this sabbatical I was closing out my 58th year, now I find I am heading rapidly toward 60. Patterson’s 200 days are  

becoming more real to me by the hour and I want to make sure that when it is time for me to pass the baton that this 

church is spiritually healthy and well-prepared. 

 Because many of these things need to be carefully discussed and clearly communicated the Elders and I have 

decided to revive a past practice and hold a special Vision Meeting for the entire church in the Fall.  The specific purpose 

of this gathering is to outline a vision for this church for the next few years and beyond should the Lord prolong His 

return.    

 In last year’s annual report I wrote that the goal of this sabbatical was not only to equip me to continue to equip 

you; to gain a renewed perspective for the church’s ministry in the midst of an ever-changing culture, and to pace myself 

in order to finish the ministry to which Christ has called me strong and vigorously, but it also provides a refreshing 

change for the church as more responsibilities are shared and new voices are heard.  I believe this past year has shown 



us that God has provided FBC with a leadership team that is responsible, spiritual, capable, biblically focused, 

theologically sound and Christ-centered.  The chemistry is strong and the commitment is true.  My heart has taken great 

pleasure in watching this church continue to grow and bear fruit for the kingdom from a distance.  I look forward to the 

exciting changes God will bring for FBC over the next few years as we pursue His vision together and i n unity! 

 Next year, in August of 2017, we will celebrate 225 years of Fayette Baptist Church’s existence!  What an 

exciting thought, to know that Jesus Christ has been, and still is, building His church and that the gates of hel l  have not 

prevailed against it! Denise and I are extremely humbled and very grateful to have played a small role in His work here 

for the last 28 years.  We love this church and desire above all, by the grace and strength that only the Lord can provide, 

to cross the finish line running well, having fixed our eyes squarely on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith.  

Someone with insight wrote these words: “The real voyage of discovery consists not in seeking new landscapes, but in 

having new eyes.”  I could not have more accurately summarized what I have learned over the last few months.  

Sometimes however, God uses new landscapes to remind us of the new eyes with which He wants us to see Him on a 

daily basis.  It’s called a renewed perspective. He wants to ingrain in us His eternal perspective.  I thank God and this 

church for the grace-gift of allowing that to happen in us these past few months.  And for almighty God’s sake, whether 

it’s 200 days or 500 years, may we live them, one day at a time, for His eternal glory!    

 

Russell C. Cotnoir, Jr. 

 

 

       

  



Clerks Report 

July 1, 2015 to June 30th, 2016 

 

Baptisms: 

September 13th, 2015 at Bear Pond in Turner 

Emily Fletcher, Daniel Dalton, Ashley Greenleaf, Brody Guild, Jasmine Hawkins, Liesel Krout, Alexander 

LeBlanc, Zach Whitney, Vincent Bero, Dustin Elliott, Kala Elliott, Grace Harper, Gavin Hazen, John Holub, 

Rhenda Kennedy, Nicki LeBlanc, Ryan Mason, Doug Newman, Steve Olson, Alex Rose,  Stacey Rose, Tyler 

Sparling, Elaine Wilcox 

 

 

Births: 

Dustin & Kayla Elliot, son Grayson born on December 1st, 2015 

Devin & Maria Watson, son Preston born on March 10th, 2016 

Sasha Geiseman, daughter Charlotte born on May 19th, 2016  

 

Deaths: None 

 

New Members: 

February 7th, 2016  

Seth & Margaux Poplaski, Dan & Christy Fletcher, Allan & Beth Major, Scott & Aimee Dalton, Elaine Wilcox, 

Nikki Leblanc and Mike Copage 

 

 

Weddings: 

Brad Hyde & Kateri Pratt on July 4, 2015 in Fayette 

 

 

 



Café Ministry Report 

2015-2016 

 

The Café Ministry provides a time of food and fellowship after the service on Sunday mornings. Its purpose 

statement is: To create a warm environment for fellowship to encourage and develop relationships that feed the 

body as well as the soul within the church body. 

It is a blessing to see people enjoying conversations, food, and praying together during this time. 

I am so thankful for those who serve faithfully and help in the Café Ministry in any way. There are bakers who 

bring something in once a month, and those who both bake and work in the kitchen which means making 

coffee, setting up, and cleaning. Some bring goodies in when they are able and someone also donates paper 

plates/bowls etc. Thank you to everyone! 

We are now trying to make available some sugar free and gluten free items for those with food limitations. 

Please ask at the kitchen window, as we have been setting these food items aside.  

The kitchen continues to be a busy place, not only with Café, but fundraising luncheons for various ministries, 

receptions, suppers, and parties. 

Thank you again, to all who serve for His Great Glory!! 

1 Corinthians 10:31   So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 

For Him, 

Lisa Freeman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Care Ministry 

 2015-2016 

 

 

This spring has made two years for FBC's care ministry! 

 

As we reflect on all God has done in the ministry and through His people. All the glory goes to our Lord and 

Savior who has a mighty plan for this ministry. This year with the love and support of over 55+ men and 

women we were able to serve by providing many home visits, meals, prayer request sent to prayer chain, many 

cards, gift cards, gas cards, and Hannaford cards to encourage and assist families in a time of need. We were 

able to provide 50 meals, a few funerals/ receptions, and mailed countless cards. We have an additional 25+ that 

have signed up this year. Many of the church body has come forward on many occasions to offer assistance 

without even being asked. As we watch the church grow I am confident God will also grow the care ministry 

with more men and women coming alongside each other and grow this ministry. 

 

We are thankful that God's way remains timeless and effective. We have a couple of people step forward to help 

make calls which has been a huge blessing. I would love to see resources ie. (pamphlets, books, support groups) 

established to help and support our church families with their individual needs.  

 

Our mission, Colossians 3:12  Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourself with 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. 

 

In Him, 

 

Vicky Lacombe 

 

  



Children’s Ministry 

2015-2016 

 
Our mission is to support parents in raising children who know, love, and follow Jesus.  We want to partner with parents 

in training their children to think biblically (Rooted in the Word) and to live authentically (to Produce Fruit in the World)  

for Jesus.     

In the past year we have had over 220 different children attend/visit one of our Sunday Morning Sunday School Classes 

(Nursery-Grade 8) with an average weekly attendance of around 61 children.  We are so grateful for the opportunity we 

have to share the love of Christ with each and every one of them. 

Children in our Wee Worship Class (2-3 year olds) continued to use Group Curriculum this year while the rest of our 

Sunday School Classes from Pre-K and up continued to use the Answers Bible Curriculum (ABC).  ABC is a three year 

chronological journey through the Bible, put out by Answers in Genesis, which is “designed to stem the tide of 

skepticism towards God’s Word that begins in grade  school. That skepticism turns to disbelief, and causes over two-

thirds of young people to abandon church by the time they graduate.”  ABC is designed to “thoroughly equip believers 

to defend the truth of the Bible!” We strongly encourage parents to stay involved with what their children are learning 

in Sunday School and take time to review with them throughout the week.  Answers in Genesis has a wonderful website 

with lots of tools and resources for further study and we encourage you to check it out. 

(https://answersingenesis.org/education/sunday-school/)  

We currently have over 45 adult volunteers as well as several junior helpers who invest their time and energy 

ministering to the children in our classes; their faithfulness to this ministry is a demonstration of their love for our 

children and families, as well as their love for God.  Each class in our Sunday School program has a team leader as well as 

their own dedicated team of teachers and helpers.  The team leaders for this year were   Lynn Smith (Nursery), Chris 

Blanche (Wee Worship), Denise Cotnoir (Prek/K), Brenda Ridley (1st - 2nd Grade), Charity House   (3rd - 4th grade), and 

Tammy Fereshetian (5th - 8th grade). We also have a team of Sunday School Monitors, led by Scott Dalton, who work 

hard each and every week to insure the safety of all children in our program.   

In addition to our Sunday Morning Children’s Program we also had another fantastic year of VBS last summer under the 

directorship of Sarah McLaughlin and all her enthusiastic volunteers.  The VBS theme was Everest (Group Publishing) and 

we had 100 children in attendance with a daily average of 78 kids. The children raised over $500 to provide shoes for 

children in the His Hands for Mexico Program.   

I encourage you to join us in praying over the children that the Lord has brought to this ministry; that the seeds which 

are planted today will bear much fruit in their lives both now and in the future.   

For His Glory! 

 

Tammy Fereshetian and Pastor Chris 

 

 

 

https://answersingenesis.org/education/sunday-school/


 
“Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.  Neither do men light a candle, and put 

it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.  Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”  -Matthew 5:14-16 

We are so blessed to be a part of a tremendous family of believers who give love unconditionally, grow in truth, 
seek to uplift one another and share the love of Christ with those who are lost on a daily basis.   

As we have pursued the ministry of drama here at FBC, many have expressed interest in sharing their gifts 
through acting.  We have perhaps 25-30 individuals that are interested in either short skits, full presentations, 

prison ministry and The Living Nativity.     

I believe that theatre has a tremendous impact on people by offering a message through a very visual means.   A 

simple monologue, serious or comedic sketch can bring about eternal change in a person’s life, often touching 
our hearts through very real daily struggles and offering hope and encouragement through Christ.  Drama can 

represent the Word of God in “action”.  

SHORT-TERM OBJECTIVES: 

 Sermon Reinforcement - Brief sketches designed to introduce the message, focus attention on a sermon or 

outreach topic and promote discipleship and community involvement. 

Men's & Women's Ministries - Communicate spiritual truths through drama that meshes well with the 
spiritual teaching being brought. 

Evangelism - Drama used for the purpose of powerfully and effectively communicating the gospel to the lost in 
our community outside the church whether at community dinners or perhaps prison ministry. 

LONG-TERM OBJECTIVES:  

 Full-length drama/Community Dinner - A full  presentation with an evangelistic thrust providing an 
opportunity for a weekend drama to bring family, friends, neighbors and co-workers together.   The Living 

Nativity/Easter 

 Coffeehouse Nights/Youth Group - Perhaps once every two months, an evening combining music and 

drama, and a message geared at teens/young adults. An excellent opportunity for adults in our fellowship to 

serve the youth and get better acquainted with them, while working together to make an impact on our 
community for Christ.  This would also provide a great opportunity for the youth to share their dramatic 
abilities and desire to act and reach their peers. We look forward to a new year and thank you for the 

opportunity to be a part of all that God is doing at FBC! 

Stephanie Day & Bernt Graf 

 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Matthew-5-14/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Matthew-5-15/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Matthew-5-15/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Matthew-5-16/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Matthew-5-16/


FIRST LIGHT ANNUAL REPORT 

2015-2016 

For God, who said, “Light shall shine out of darkness,” is the One who has shown in our hearts  

to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 

2 Corinthians 4:6 

 Let’s celebrate and give God all the glory!  This is First Light’s 20th year of broadcasting the truth of God’s word!  

It is only by God’s amazing grace that we have been able to  provide practical teaching for Godly living in 

contemporary society for that long.  In the course of those years we have seen and heard the testimonies of many 

people who have either been introduced to Jesus Christ or have crossed the line of faith into becoming His committed 

followers!  That is definite cause for celebration, for as Jesus reminded the people of His day in th e Gospel  of  Luke: “... 

there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”  

 It goes without saying that a serious investment of resources is required in order for that kind of ministry to take 
place and bear much fruit.  Even though it is solely God who causes the growth, there have been many faithful servants 
over the years who have planted and watered!  People are and have been our greatest and most prized resources.  To 

make First Light happen on a daily basis for such a sustained length of time requires much commitment by many people. 

 I’d like to take this time to express my deepest gratitude for one such person, Matt Lenfestey, who this year has 
retired his services, but has tirelessly served for many years in the time -consuming and painstaking technical aspect of  
editing and uploading messages to be broadcast 6 days a week.  Thanks also to Carlyn and their young family for the 

times they have had to sacrifice his presence while he sits at the computer donning headphones and script! 

 As I said, First Light requires a dedicated team of people and a continuing flow of financial support to keep these 
broadcasts on the air.  And we are currently in great need of both.  So, our immediate goal for this year is to assemble a 
team of gifted and dedicated people who are passionately dedicated to seeing biblical truth communicated in a relevant 

way, in order to affect spiritual change!  People who believe strongly in the ministry of First Light and who:  

 - will commit to pray for its continued usefulness and growth; 
- enthusiastically and creatively promote the ministry and help raise financial support to sustain it; 

 - possess the technological ability to edit and distribute messages to both radio and the web; 
 - will assist in overseeing the administrative and operational aspects of the ministry; 
 - have a vision for branching out into new directions further enhancing the spread of the Gospel!  
 
 As I said in last year’s annual report, I strongly believe that there are still people who hunger for the grace and 
truth that can only be found in the Word of God which leads to faith in Jesus Christ.  And because faith comes by hearing 
and hearing by the word of Christ, we will remain faithful to our commitment to provide biblically based teach ing that 
nourishes their souls for as long as God graciously allows. 

 Please pray that God will continue to provide these resources necessary to bear much good fruit for His 
kingdom.  Pray about your own involvement or of someone that you know who has the gifts and heart for this kind of  
ministry.  Spread the word, indeed let’s continue to spread the Word!  

 Again, I am continually thankful for the faithful commitment of Charlie Brush and the other volunteers who staff  
the FBC media desk each Sunday, for the many faithful prayer warriors we already have as well as all who generously 
give of their time, talents, and financial gifts to make this ministry possible.  But most importantly, I thank our heavenly 
Father to whom belongs every ounce of our worship and praise! 

Russell C. Cotnoir, Jr. 

 



  



FOOD PANTRY ANNUAL REPORT 

2015-2016 

 

 

 

The Food Pantry is an amazing ministry that has been opened and serving the town of Fayette and 
surrounding towns for a long time. This ministry is so much more than meeting people’s nutritional needs, 

but their spiritual needs as well.   
 

We have learned as volunteers that this ministry is about seed planting and that we are God's vessel along 
this journey.  It has been a blessing to get to know the community, who people are, where they've been, and 
to be able to talk with them about their faith. 

 
I would like to thank the community of Fayette and Fayette Baptist church for their prayers and their food 

donations over this past year.  I would also like to thank all the volunteers that are involved in order for this 
ministry to thrive.  A big thank you to the Good Shepherd Food Bank for providing us with food as well. 
 

 
With a grateful heart, 

 
Sara Bernard 



Hope Chest Annual Report 

 2015-2016 

Hope Chest has added some new volunteers including: Stephanie Michaud, Brittney Rose, Heather and Shelbie 

Oliver to process clothing donations. However, I would love to expand my trained leadership ministry team in 

order to have some set hours for the community. Currently I am the only one facilitating appointments and 

managing the ministry.  My prayer is to have a leadership team of 4 individuals who can rotate shifts to open 

the clothing closet at set hours, twice a month (and after Church on Sundays), as I have people coming in on a 

weekly basis. 

Growing Connections around Maine: 

 We are now connected with Cyndi Colfer who is a lactation consultant and is part of Angel Ministries 

working with families who have incarcerated parent/s in prison, as well as our continued relationship 

with Straight Ahead Prison Ministries.   

 We are working with Pat Starbird who has given us an extensive list of resources that are being used in 

the continuation of connecting with surrounding communities, shelters, food banks, clothing closets and 

town program funding resources including Jay, Livermore, Farmington and Wilton. We are also 

working closely with Scott Gress who manages Bread of Life Soup Kitchen in Augusta to meet clothing 

needs in that area. 

 We continue to consistently support the Sturtevant Hill Rd Community Closet, Addie’s Attic of 

Augusta, as well as partner with Tabitha’s Clothing Closet of Winthrop. 

 

Outreach: 

 By God’s grace, this year we have met every request we have received above and beyond expectation 

and have been met with gratitude and opportunities to be a witness for Christ inside and outside of the 

Church, as a result, our area of outreach is greatly expanding! 

 Many families in the Church have had new babies we have blessed with loads of beautiful clothes, toys 

and furniture and it is such a joy to support our sisters and brothers in Christ! 

 We have helped 6 different families who have experienced house fires, re-furnishing them with beds, 

furniture, clothes, books, toys, shoes, kitchen appliances and much more. 

 We have also had the joy of supporting many foster families in Maine again this year.  

 We continue to provide many families with school supplies and Christmas aid. 

 Samantha Hawkins has continued facilitating clothing to the outreach suppers in Jay. 

 We continue to use Facebook as a tool to keep people updated on needs and fulfilling requests as well as 

inviting people to come and help us give out our overly stocked building! Praise God!! 

Donations: 

God is continually blessing us with more than we can fit in the building! I have continued to be blessed with an 

overflow of donations from Diddos for Kiddos & have been greatly supported in that by Pastor Glenn, his wife 

Lisa & Clayton Putnam. 

Submitted by: Sarah Sturtevant  

 



 

     

 
 

IGNITE youth group exists to help students meet, know, and follow Jesus.  Our desire is to partner with parents in raising 

a generation of students who are shining bright for Jesus!  
 

This past year has been such a great year for the students and the leaders of IGNITE.  With Pastor Russ on sabbatical this 

year, and me (Pastor Chris) preaching on Sunday mornings on a regular basis, the IGNITE volunteer leaders were asked 

to take on a much heavier load of responsibilities this year.  They not only accepted that assignment, they exceeded all 

expectations! Our students and families are so blessed to have such a dedicated team of volunteers.  They genuinely 

love Christ and our students, and are willing to sacrifice so much of their time and energy to insure that our students are 

being challenged to grow in their relationships with Jesus and with each other. I am so grateful to be serving Christ with 

the following team of youth leaders:  Phill and Carolyn Trevino, Bob and Lisa Berry, Bryan House, Scott and Shannon 

Gress, Dezmond Gress, Joni Freeman, Gretchen Krout, Aimee Dalton, Jenn Blanche, and Jeshua Soucy (who was my go -

to guy for every aspect of IGNITE).  
 

Here are some of the highlights from this past year: 
 

Missions Trip-Buffalo, NY         Soulfest Music Festival 

Served a meal at Soup Kitchen in Augusta       8 Teens Baptized at FBC Family Picnic 

Mission Impossible Outreach Event        Fireside Winter Retreat 

IGNITE Family Night         Open Gym at Fayette School (once a month) 
 

In addition to the above mentioned activities, IGNITE met on Sunday evenings here at the church from 6:00-8:00.  

Typical youth group meetings include the following elements:  a social time at the beginning usually accompanied by 

some LeCrae (Hip Hop Music) and spontaneous outbursts from PC (that’s me)!  After a few minutes of socializing and 

catching up we typically have a time of sharing where students and leaders are encouraged to talk about the ways that 

they have seen God working in and through their lives the past week.  It’s also a time where students/leaders can ask for 

prayer (this is my favorite part of IGNITE each week).  Following our time of sharing, we usually play a few games either 

inside or outside if the weather permits, then Tad Jewett leads us in a time of worship through music.  Around 7:15, we 

separate into middle school and high school groups for a time of teaching led by a team of adult leaders.  This year, Bob, 

Lisa, Scott, and Shannon taught the middle school students, while Phil, Carolyn, Bryan, and Jeshua taught the high school 

students.   I’d like to offer a special thanks to Carolyn Trevino, who organized and ran our Fireside Winter Retreat (which 

was an incredible weekend!). 
  
Throughout the year, countless other adults from FBC supported the students of IGNITE by providing snacks, driving 

cars, chaperoning events, praying for our students/leaders and volunteering time and money to make all of this possible.  

It is such a blessing to be part of such a supportive church family!  
 

As we prepare for the year to come, please continue to pray over each of the teens and leaders that God brings our way; 

pray that His love and His truth shines through in all that we do!   
 

All for His glory! 
 

Pastor Chris  

  

“Let your light shine before men in such a way 

that they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father who is in heaven.”              

Matthew 5:16 

IGNITE Youth Group 

2015-2016 



Jay Community Dinner Annual Report  

2015-2016 

 

 

The Lord is still doing a mighty work in Jay through the community dinners! We have been serving around 

120-130 meals and another 30 or so takeout meals a month at the KC Hall in Jay. Also, the clothing ministry 

that my wife and some other ladies have been overseeing has been giving out around 100 pieces of clothing a 

month.  

 

We always start with the gospel message and I believe the comments we receive from the people are positive. 

People are asking for prayer and asking about the church and also asking if they can help us. We give out The 

Gospel of John, Daily Breads, some literature called Have a Good Day and some CD’s from First Light 

ministry. The Knights of Columbus, a Catholic organization, is very pleased to have us there and support us 

without charging us in the past but have now asked us to provide our own plates and plasticware.  

 

Our main goal is simple, to build a relationship that will lead people closer to Christ. The flow of volunteers has 

been steady and I believe the help is sincere. I believe that they (the volunteers) as well as I want to be God's 

tool in showing the people in our community who God is and how He can change their lives; That He really 

Loves them and wants them to know Him. That the church is more than just a building we go to once a week. 

The church is a group of people that serve together to help people. To help us all make it thru this walk we call 

life. 

 

Thank You FBC we couldn’t do it without you !!!!!!! 

 

Your Brother in Christ, 

 

Nels Hawkins 

 

  



Media Ministry Report 

 2015 – 2016  

  

  
“…so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I 

desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”  

Isaiah 55:11 (NIV)  

  

The primary purpose of the Media Ministry remains to provide CDs of the Sunday morning sermon immediately 

following the service. Besides those in attendance who want to purchase a copy of the message to review or to pass 

along to their friends and relatives, we also make available a free copy to first time visitors, as well as those who 

worked in the nursery or those who helped with Sunday School.  

 

Anyone who served on the Prayer Team is also entitled to a free CD. As more and more people listen online to these 

sermons, we are seeing fewer and fewer CDs being duplicated and handed out.  This is true for the number of CDs 

being mailed out each week, as well. This past year we duplicated many copies of Pastor Russ' sermon titled, "A 

Matter of Life or Death".  These are available in our "free basket". The message is perfect to hand out to those who 

may be considering committing their life to Christ. 

 

We continue to add movies to our lending library of DVDs ("War Room" and "What If...").  We have an 

excellent selection of "family friendly" movies with a strong biblical message.  We also have some books on CD to 

lend out. People will sometimes return a CD after having listened to it. We then have them available to anyone free of 

charge.  We are always searching for new outlets where we can “recycle” these returns.  Just like the 

church's mission, our goal remains, “To introduce people to Jesus Christ and help them become committed 

followers”.  

 

In His Service,  

 

Charlie Brush 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                          
Annual Report June 2016 

 
 

 
Hello church family. What a tremendous blessing to be involved in the encouragement of men for service of, 
the study of, and the pursuit of a Godly life for Jesus Christ. 

  
This year, the Wednesday night study group has been studying the book of Romans with help from the John 

MacArthur’s workbook, “Grace, Truth, and Redemption.” More than 12 different men have attended and shared 
in how to trust in one another and to better be used by God for His kingdom.  As well as, continuing the 
commitment to prayer for our FBC leaders, family and our many lost family & friends.  

 
The men’s ministry just took a group of 10 men to Waterville Valley, NH to the 18 th annual “Warrior 

Conference,” where over 850 men from 36 different churches from around New England attended. The 
conference was a unanimous blessing to all who attended from FBC and has personally given me a spiritual 
boost of perseverance looking towards the future of the ministry at FBC and some new vision for areas to 

challenge men. 
  

The ministry will hold its 4th annual Father/Son day in September at Camp Good News. Over 50 fathers and 
sons attended last spring. We are encouraged by the attendance of newer men & young men from our FBC 
family and the opportunity to build friendships at the event again this fall.  

  
As we look forward to the coming year, I pray that God identifies other willing men in our body to be a part of 

team to serve in the men’s ministry. And we pray that God will continue to use the men's ministry to bring glory 
to His name and to be a blessing for the men of FBC and in the lives of their families, our church and the world 
around us! 

  
With HIS Love, 

 
Ernie Lacombe 
 

 

 

 

 

MISSIONS ANNUAL REPORT 
2015-2016 

 
Mission Advisory Council (MAC): Jenna Blakey, Henry Cooper, Glenn Freeman, Matt Hazen, and Margaux Poplaski.  



Supported Missionaries: 

Martin & Elizabeth Barley   SIM – Outreach to the poor in Jos Nigeria    Africa        

Luke & Pam Brochu    Haitian Ministries – medical/church & pastoral development         Haiti 

Marilee Colpitts    His Hands Support Ministries – Child Sponsorship    Haiti/Africa 

Randal & Luda Ford    Chosen Peoples Ministry – Church planting & development              Israel 

Kyle Hawkins    Puebla Christian School – Teaching & mentoring H.S students               Mexico 

Roger & Donna Labbe               Camp Good News – Child Evangelism & development                       Livermore Me. 

Dan and Heather Litchfield  CRU - Lifelines outdoor outreach ministry - Plymouth State                     N. Hampshire 

Franco & Barby Mendez  El Camino - church planting and leadership development  Mexico 

Margaux Poplaski    FCA – H.S. and college evangelistic sports ministry                 Central Me. 

Bruce & Jan Wilson   Hope House – Care for mothers & outreach to Muslims                Lewiston, Me.  

 

Year in Review: 

 Missionaries: FBC helped to support 10 missionary families regularly and also gave one-time donations to other 
missionaries and ministries including two Haitian pastors.  

 Local Outreach: The Food Pantry (Sara Bernard) and The Hope Chest Clothing Closet (Sarah Sturtevant) 
continued to meet many needs locally and in surrounding communities. Jay Community Dinners (Nels Hawkins) 
served over 150 people each month. The Christmas Celebration and the Public Servant Appreciation Dinner 
where key outreach events in Fayette. FBC member donations to the benevolent (deacons) fund helped several 
families that were in need in our church and locally. 

 Missionary of the Month (M.O.M.): Jenna Blakey featured a FBC missionary on the third Sunday each month. 
These brief updates are designed to help the congregation get to know some of the missionaries and their 
ministries we support better.  

 Haiti: Last October, FBC joined with others to serve with His Hands Child Sponsorship program in Northern 
Haiti. We processed 100s of children in several different schools. We also spent 2 days with the medical-outreach 
program of Haitian Ministries.  

 Mexico: In April, we took a small team to Mexico to follow up with the child sponsorship program initiated the 
previous year. There are over 110 children who are registered in the program with approximately 50 currently 
sponsored. The team also financed and helped work on several projects - a huge encouragement to Mexican 
missionaries Franco and Barby and members of the local church.  
           

Goals for the year 2016-2017 

 
 Send a short-term team to Mexico to serve with Franco Mendez & His Hands Ministry (Spring 2017).  

 Encourage more people to sponsor children in both Haiti and Mexico. 

 Improve “on mission” communication via the webpage, FB, and monthly updates (M.O.M.)  

 Launch a local outreach team to oversee and help others serve and share the Good News most effectively with 
those who live in our local area. 
 

To be “on mission” – the heart of who we are as a local church 

  

 

Pastor Henry Cooper 

 

Music Ministry 

2015-2016 

 

Each year that I write the annual ministry report, I struggle to write something that is more than just a 

repeat of the report I wrote the year before. When I started in this position a few years ago, my goals 



were to increase congregational singing, increase the level of preparation in the worship team, and to 

increase the passion of the worship team for our mission, which is “To offer ourselves as living  

sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God. To glorify God with our instruments and voices, creating an 

atmosphere which allows the church body to lay sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving at His feet.” 

One of the highlights of my job is to see my team members pursue this mission. 

 

Right now I am reading the book “Through The Eyes of A Lion” by Levi Lusko. This book is largely 

about how the author dealt with the loss of his five-year-old daughter. He writes, “The one thing that 

brings the most relief, which I look forward to more than anything, is being at my church, Fresh Life 

specifically during the singing, but the whole experience is powerful. When I am surrounded by a 

throng of God's people and we all lift high the name of Jesus...These are also the moments when I 

feel nearest to heaven...With my eyes closed, my hands raised, and the music swirling around me, I 

get glimpses of God's glory that transcend all else. In those fleeting moments, I feel locked in to the 

frequency of Jesus, and everything else just fades to gray.” My desire as the music ministry leader is  

that this be true at Fayette Baptist Church. 

 

I would like to sincerely thank all the members of the music ministry for their creativity and hard work, 

and the pastors and the congregation for their continued support and prayers. I ask that you continue 

to pray for humility, and that we all have the heart of a servant. 

 

Respectfully yours, 

 

Ivan Moore  



NURSERY MINISTRY REPORT  

2015-2016 

 

The first real contact any new baby and parents have with our church body is many times with our nursery.   

How they are received, how they are encouraged, how they are warmly loved makes a difference in their 

reflection of the FBC family and of Christ in their lives.   Our mission is simple:  that our young ones would 

begin to understand and learn about God’s love for them.  Volunteer caregivers are ready to love and care for 

our infants or toddlers allowing their parents time to sit and be nourished by God’s word 

The nursery continues to grow and we average 10 to 12 children each week.   We are blessed have enough 

volunteers to provide at least two adults and one to two junior volunteers each week.  As our church family 

continues to grow our team stands ready to serve. 

Our nursery now includes a space that provides privacy for moms and babies and an opportunity for moms to 

fellowship with each other.      

I continue to count it all blessing to be part of this ministry.  We are very grateful for the volunteers who serve 

the Lord in this capacity.  A special thank you to each and every one of our caregivers for their loving care.   

Please consider volunteering in this ministry for an opportunity to meet and play with the young ones of our 

church family.  You will be blessed beyond measure. 

 

In His Service, 

 

Lynn Smith 

Nursery Leader 

 

Isaiah 54:13:  “And all thy children [shall be] taught of the LORD; and great [shall be] the peace of thy 

children.” 

 

 

 

  

  

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Isaiah-54-13/


Small Group Ministry Annual Report 

2015-2016 

 

Year in Review 

This year 12 small groups gathered. Each group was unique. Six groups were a mix of adult singles and 

couples, three groups were for women, one for men, and one for teens. Many groups used curriculum or study 

guides; a few focused on studying a book of the bible; some did topical studies; and at least one met primarily 

to pray.  

Several groups met at the church. My observation is that meeting at FBC works well because the church is 

centrally located and there is plenty of space. Meeting at the church is an ideal setting for a class-type study 

where you have a primary teacher or use a video series. However, I still believe that a small group of people 

gathering in homes is the best way to build community – interdependent relationships, transparency, 

commitment and spiritual growth.  

Goals for the upcoming year 

 Men and women led to host and/or facilitate groups in communities where people who attend FBC live. 

(i.e. Livermore, Winthrop, Readfield etc.) 

 A person to lead a team to oversee the small group ministry. The team would help recruit, resource, 

train, and support new group leaders. 

 Encourage groups to me more active in community service and evangelistic outreach. 

 Encourage groups to spend more time in corporate prayer 

 Encourage group members to give testimony of how they see God working during the week.  

 Hold a small group leaders’ luncheon meeting (October 2) for encouragement and practical help. 

My dream is that small groups will become more than just a program of our church. Groups should be a core of 

who we are - a way of life and ministry; A place for the new and old to get connected to each other and to the 

Lord. That we, like Jesus, would intentionally gather with a few in order to impact many! 

Thank you to all the group leaders who made the sacrifices to prepare and facilitate a study each week and 

thank you to all of those who participated in a group…you are not the same…it did make a difference…we 

have helped each other grow in His love and grace. 

       Jesus said, “So that they may be one as we are one.”  John 17:11 

In His Joy, 

Pastor Henry 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Technical and Sound Ministry Report 

 2015-16 

 

 

The technical and sound ministry serves the church body by ensuring that our church can see and hear what’s 

happening each Sunday. Our awesome volunteer team mixes sound in the sanctuary and in the learning center, 

runs the slides for our worship time, and provides a video feed to the learning center and the nursery. They work 

hard each Sunday, and also support a number of special events each year. 

 

Two major events for the church, as well as the tech team, were the Living Nativity and Harvest America. 

Whether it’s supporting big events, or doing the “little work” of putting song slides together or attending 

rehearsals, the tech team works hard to support the spread of the gospel! Please be in prayer that God will 

continue to bring new volunteers to help support this ministry. 

 

Joe Blakey, 

 

Tech Leader 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trustees Report 

 July 2015-June 2016 

 

The Trustee’s mission is to maintain and enhance the facilities and grounds for the glory of God. For the 

purpose of operations unto edification of those who attend. 

 



A lot of our facilities maintenance is done through volunteer labor, “Thank You” to all who gave time, 

material and financially to the various projects throughout this past year. “…your toil is not in vain in 

the Lord.” 

 

 
Projects Completed 

 Removed wall in Red Building to accommodate larger class for 1st & 2nd grade  

 Hung privacy curtain on track in Nursery 

 Excavated & filled with gravel 80’x80’ in front of Hope Chest & Food Pantry** 

 New carpet in upstairs Red Building, youth room 

 Helped establish a community garden 

 Changed heaters in café area to lower operational noise level 

 New parking signs 

 Painted Administrator’s office and added pass through door for privacy of Associate pastors office 

 Built Benches for Pre-k & K class room 

 Many other small, but just as significant tasks 

 

Proposed Projects 

 Paint various sections of interior 

 Clean Carpet  

 Assist in any facility expansions/renovations 

 Replace carpet upstairs in Parsonage 

 Parking Expansion 

 Miscellaneous 

**Parking lot area was done by Hillside Construction of Livermore, Maine. Matt Dion, grandson of the late 
    Alex Dion. 

 

Respectfully: Wayne Thurston, Jack Driscoll, Submitted by Assistant Pastor Glenn Freeman 

 

 

 

 

 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY REPORT 

 2015-16 

 

 
MINISTRY TEAM 

 
Molly Sparling, Jenna Blakey, Kimberly Greenleaf, Vicky House, Lisa Freeman, Lisa Krout, 
Vicky Lacombe, Sarah Sturtevant, Carolyn Trevino and Lindsay Vanderburg 

 
YEAR END SUMMARY 



The Women’s Ministry team has been excited to encourage the women at FBC this year through Bible studies 
and other events. We are continually seeking to be “on mission,” seeking the will of God and being obedient to 

it. 
 

SMALL GROUPS: We have had several women’s studies this year including the WOW group lead by Vicky 
House at FBC, Titus groups lead by Molly Sparling, and studies lead by Lisa Freeman at her home. We are 
excited about the role these small groups have played in helping women become committed followers of Jesus 

Christ! 
 

FELLOWSHIP EVENINGS: We started semi-monthly If:Table fellowship evenings including paint nights, a 
game night and a cooking class to provide opportunity to learn and grow together. 
 

Event highlights this year included: 
 

FALL RETREAT AT CAMP GOOD NEWS: 

If: Gathering lead by Lindsay Vanderburg September 18-19, 2015 

 

SPRING RETREAT AT FAYETTE BAPTIST CHURCH: 

“How to Save a Life” Guest Speaker Margaux Poplaski March 23-24, 2016 

 

2016-2017 PROPOSAL 

We are continually seeking the Lord’s direction and guidance for this ministry. We want to welcome all the 

women at FBC to get connected and get involved- we are able to serve only as much as we have the hands and 

feet to do His work! If you would like to serve in this ministry, please contact Molly Sparling. 

 

CONTINUED FELLOWSHIP EVENINGS: We would like to continue the monthly gatherings, but will need 

women willing to lead/teach/gather. If you have an idea or are willing to organize an evening, please see Molly. 

 

Save the Date! WOMEN’S FALL RETREAT at Camp Good News: September 23-24, 2016 

 

Molly Sparling  

 

 


